Micajah Pickett, Jr. (1747-1822) son of James Pickett & Hannah
Reynolds (first cousin to Nancy Pickett Boulware, who married
Muscoe Boulware)

From John Johnson (email 11-30-08)

There is quite a bit of controversey about Micajah Picett. Some people claimed he divorced Kissanna
Hinson and married Susannah Johns. From what | can tell they legally separated and he signed a paper
giving Kissanna all or most of the land and property he owned at the time. Anyway it went to the supreme
courts of three states.

John R. Johnson

This is where we start getting into a lot of controversy. Micajah, Jr married Kissanna Hinson on
12/20/1768. He separated from her and lived with Susannah (Johns) Thompson.

Micajah Pickett, Jr. b. 8/17/1747 in VA, d. 12/23/1822 in Greenville Co., VA)
Kissanna Hinson (b. 12/25/1752, d. 8/25/1834)
Children of Micajah and Kissanna were:

William Pickett (b. 12/15/769, d. 5/15/1826 in Franklin Co., MS) m. Mary King

Mary Pickett (b. 4/12/1772, d. 5/8/1828) m. ? Jones

Elizabeth Pickett (b. 9/19/1774, d. 9/12/1836 m. in 1790 William Wetted

Micajah Jr. Pickett (b. 3/5/1777, d. 11/14/1847) m. in 1799 Rhoda King

James L. Pickett (b. 10/11/1779, d. 11/1845) m. Belvarida Holcombe

John B. Pickett, Jr (b. 3/21/1782, d. 1/15/1851) m (1) Elizabeth Boulware and (2) Sarah Boulware (b.
3/25/1796 in Fairfield Co., SC, d. 1/17/1891 in Fairfield Co., SC)

Reuben Pickett (b. 5/27/1785, 7/1807)

Jeptha Pickett (b. 4/17/1788 in Fairfield Co, SC d. 1/27/1851 in Stewart Co, GA) m. (1) Nancy Boulware,
(2) Jane Havis Mckinney, (3) Mary Simmons

Charles Pickett (b. 4/12/1791 in Fairfield Co., SC, d. 1850 in Sumter Co, GA) m. in 1821 to Francis Griffin
(b. c. 1796)

Children of Micajah Jr and Susannah Johns :

Susannah Pickett

Malachai Pickett (b. c. 1803, d. c. 1886)

Joseph Pickett (b. c. 1804, d. 7/27/1892 in Gilmer Co., GA) m. Margaret Ann ?
Matilda Pickett

Benjamin Pickett

NOTES:
Micajah Pickett - Moved from Virginia to Anson County, NC. in the 1750's. He then moved to Fairfield, SC

& died in Greenville, SC ca. 1825

Micajah Pickett and Susannah Johns were never legally married. Check out Greenville SC Equity Court
file 1824 #8 which is a suit between the children of Cassandra and the children of Susannah. The suit
states that Micajah DESERTED Cassandra in 1800 and "took up" with Susannah Johns. Cassandra's



children are listed as Jeptha, William, Isaiah, Elizabeth Mobley (wife of Samuel), Mary Jones, James,
Charles, Reuben, Micajah Jr.; son John was not listed for some reason. The children of Susannah were
Susannah McKenny (wife of James), Malachi, Joseph, Matilda, Benjamin, & Eliza. The suit states that
James McKenny had married the illegitament dauther of Micajah. There is a reference to Micajah
Pickett's will being made in Buncombe Co. NC. Also to current residence (1824) of late Micajah Pickett's
widow Cassandra as Franklin Co. MS.

| don't know much, if anything, about the slave holdings of Joseph or Malachi. | know their father, Micajah,
had extensive slave holdings (1810 Rutherford County, NC indicates 20 slaves; 1820 Greenville County,
SC indicates 24 slaves; and 19 according to inventory after Micajah's death). Interestingly, Joseph was a
member of the Georgia legislature and it is recorded (Georgia's Landmarks, Memorials and Legends by
Lucian Lamar Knight, pgs 566, 568) that he voted against secession from the Union. Joseph died July 27,
1893 and is buried in Talona Church Cemetery in Gilmer County, GA. (Cemetery Inscriptions of Gilmer
County, GA, Vol. II).

Joan Williams

I descend from Micajah Pickett and Susannah Johns through their son Joseph, who moved to Gilmer Co.
GA. Deed records in Rutherford Co. NC indicate that Susannah Johns was the daughter of Samuel
Thomson/Thompson and wife Elizabeth.

Rutherford Co. NC Deed Book 23, p. 384: Deed dated June 22, 1797 from Elizabeth Thomson, Adam
Thomson, Susana Johns, John Shumake, John Thomson, Nancy Thomson, Samuel Thomson, Sarah
Thomson, and Elizabeth Thomson Jr. all of Rutherford Co. NC to Henry Montague 50 acres on the east
side Green River. Recorded Dec. 10, 1805. (this land was purchased from James Miller by Samuel
Thomson on July 10, 1786.)

In 1800, Micajah Pickett and Susannah Johns signed an agreement to live together. This document was
witnessed by Adam Thompson. This document refers to land on Whiteoak Creek that Micajah owned.

Deed Book 24, p. 141: Deed dated Sept. 21, 1807, from Adam Thomson, Samuel Thomson, lawful heirs
of Samuel Thompson, deceased. Adam and Samuel Thomson of Christian County KY, and John
Thomson of Bourbon Co. KY, to Thomas Lyles, 178 acres on south side Green River including mouth of
White Oak Creek & all improvements where the widow Thomson formerly lived, it being a patent of 200
acres granted to Robert Large Feb. 24, 1775, and conveyed by deed to Samuel Thomson, deceased.
Recorded Dec. 29, 1807.

There are several court records in the 1780's that show Samuel Thomson with a wife Elizabeth.

| been unable to locate any records which would give any information about Susannah's husband named
Johns.

Karen Hagar

Micajah Pickett, Sr. (d. date unknown)
Micajah Pickett, Sr. (son of Micajah Pickett and Winnefred Beazley) died date unknown. He married
Kissanah Henson.

Notes for Micajah Pickett, Sr.:

Micajah Pickett (who married Kissanah Henson) according to "A Gathering of Picketts."

This lineage goes: Micajah, Micajah, John, Henry. Some dispute this lineage. However, Micajah married
Kissanah Henson, but never married Susannah Johns. His father was Micajah, born in Essex Co, birth
date not know, but between 1696 and 1715. He married Winnefred Gouge, widow of John Gouge
(maiden name: Winnefred Beazley). Micajah's father was John Pickett, married Mary, first found in Essex
Co, VA records in 1692 serving on a jury. Legal papers 13 Feb 1766 re administration of his estate places
him in Caroline Co, VA. where he probably had died. John's father was Henry Pickett of Essex County,



VA, married Elizabeth, first appears in records of Lancaster Co, VA in 1664. "Gathering" reports that he
died in March of 1702 and his will was probated in Essex Co, VA.

Winnefred's parents are not documented in "Gathering," only that she married John Gouge, and then
later, as John Gouge's widow, married Micajah Pickett (Sr.).

Children of Micajah Pickett, Sr. and Kissanah Henson are:
+Micajah Pickett, Jr., b. March 05, 1777, SC, d. date unknown.

The next issue is that of Micajah Pickett. There is only conjecture about the fact that he was the son of
Micajah. Generally when the word Junior is used in colonial times it was a nephew, not a son. The Linage
of Colonial Dames has Micajah’s father as James Pickett of Anson county North Carolina, who was sheriff
and had come from Caroline County, Virginia and was the son of John Pickett. We do know that another
Micajah may have existed prior to Our ancestor, but we do not have sufficient evidence to place him in or
out of the family tree.

Now as to a marriage and divorce between Micajah and Kizannah Hinson (Henson) Pickett: There was a
marriage but never a divorce. There was a separation by Micajah who entered into a civil contract with
Susanna Johns. The so-called marriage was a legal agreement between Micajah and Susanna Johns -
see Rutherford Co. Records B:110, 27 March 1800. The arguments that ensued were over rights of
inheritance and if this civil declaration was good enough to void the marriage and set up a new
relationship. Sadly for some it did not and | know of twice where they were brought to court for fornication
and not properly married. The suits went on in 5 states for nearly 40 years. In the end “Sukey” was cared
for by Charles Pickett (son of Kizannah) until her death. Many in the family did not sue. | have a printed
version of the North Carolina case as recorded in the Dec. term 1827 (p81 - 88).

The above note was posted on a web site. It also raises the question of wither there was one Micajah in
the line or two. | have seen it argued both ways on various web sites. John Johnson, 1/1/2004

Biographical Sketch of Micajah Pickett

Micajah Pickett was born in Virginia, according to his sons. One Micajah, or "Cager", Pickett was involved
in several court cases in both Caroline and Orange counties, VA., as early as the late 1740's (being
charged "gaming" at a certain tavern in western Caroline County, and with "gaming on the Sabbath").
From 1747 to 1755, Micajah appeared in Orange County, Va., records, in the latter year on a tax list for
that county.

During the 1760s, Micajah Pickett was involved in several land transactions in Anson county, NC, though
his residence was always shown as Cravens County, SC, in these documents. Micajah may have lived for
a short while in Anson County, as many Virginians did on their way further south, or he may have bought
and sold Anson county land while living in SC. It is possible thta some of this "Anson" land was actually in
SC, since the dividing line between NC and SC in this area was not firmly defined until 1769. It is clear
that by 1768, however, he was living in that part of Craven County, or Judicial District, which in 1785 was
established as Fairfield county (or District), SC.

The Anson County, NC, deed of 1768 was to Micajah Pickett, Jr., indicating that an older Micajah Pickett
probably lived in the same area. On the subsequent deed of 1775, Jr. is no longer included, indicating tht
the senior Micajah probably had died sometime between 1768 and 1775. As it is most unlikely that the
Micajah who was in court in Orange Co., Va., in 1747, would have lived to father a child in 1811 or 1812,
it appears obvious that at least two Micajahs cover the period from the 1740s through at least 1768; they
may have been father and son, though not necessarily (in 18th centruy usage they might have been
uncle, or even great uncle, and nephew, for example). According to the Bible of Micajah Pickett he was
born 25 Dec. 1748.

On Dec. 20, 1768, Micajah married Kisannah (or Kezannah), whose maiden name is given in several
secondary sources as Henson, daughter of Philip Henson or Hinson. Over the ensuing thirty years they
had eight sons and two daughters, all born in Fairfield County, SC. During those years Micajah built a
substantial property holding in land and slaves in the northeast quarter of Fairfield County. he apparently
did not serve in a military capacity in the Revolutinary War but provided supplies to Lt. Col. Hampton's



regiment, for which he was reimbursed after the war. Micajah's brother, James Pickett (died 1783) also
lived in the same area, as did his sister, Sarah Aldridge, and perhaps other siblings.

In 1799, Micajah purchased almost 400 acres on White Oak Creek in Rutherford County, NC, (about ten
miles southwest of Rutherfordton) which was at that time on the western frontier of settlement in NC.
Having become estranged from his wife of thirty years, he left Kisannah permanently during that year, or
in 1800, and began living with Susannah Johns in NC. On March 27, 1800, Susannah Johns, who seems
to have been a widow with one child, entered into an agreement (Buncombe Co., NC, records) with
Micajah to live with him in return for considerations, including certain propety and slaves. On Dec. 12,
1800, his wife, Kisannah, agreed to a legal separation (Fairfield County, SC, records), and in 1805,
Micajah agreed to provide $9,850 with interest for her at his death, plus various monies to four of their
children. They already had, by deed of gift in 1800, transferred land and slaves to their oldest sons.
After living about six years on White Oak Creek, in 1803 Micajah moved further to the northwest in
Rutherford County, establishing himself on the Green River where it is joined by Panther and Brights
creeks (today at the western end of Lake Agder, in Polk Co., NC). He accumulated 1,075 acres there
while selling off his property along White Oak Creek.

Micajah and Susannah Johns had six children born between 1801 and 1812, the second one of which
was Malachi, who was born in 1803.

Between October 1811 and February 1812, Micajah brought 722 acres in upper Greenville County, SC,
along the North Fork of the Saluda River. He then relocated his residence there and added another 500
acres in 1815. In 1817, he sold all of his Green River lands, along with a number of slaves, to his son-in-
law James McKinney, husband of his eldest daughter by Susannah Johns, after his death to the children
of his second family, free and clear of the claims of Kisannah and her children.

Micajah's Greenville county property lay along the drover road, a primary migration route from upper SC
into frontier NC over Saluda Gap, so he opened a tavern and public house to serve travellers. This was
operated by Susannah Johns and her children: the oldest sons, Malachai and Joseph, also worked as
operseers on Micajah's plantation. Charles Pickett, one of Micajah's sons by Kisannah, also lived with
Micajah for a time and ran his mill.

In December, 1833, Micajah died at his home in "Pickett's Valley", Greenville County, SC. He left all his
Greenville County lands to two of his sons by Kisannah, Jeptha, and Isiah, whom he seems to have
favored. He left a field and a room in his house to Susannah Johns, but she and her younger children
returned to NC. Malachai remained in Greenville County where he married and had several children
before moving to Cobb County, Georgia, in the late 1830s.

Ironically, Jeptha sold his Greenville County inheritance to his older brother James Pickett, who moved
there from Fairfield County, and, by legal agreement with the other brothers, brought Kisannah along to
provide her room and board. James Pickett became a substantial landowner in Greenville County.
Kisannah and her children took Susannah Johns and her children to court over the disposition of
Micajah's estate and the separation settlement. The case dragged on for years and eventually ended up
in the NC Supreme Court. Lands left by Micajah in Buncombe County, NC, and the Green River lands in
Rutherford County, NC, were sold at auction and the court paid the individuals of both families their "due”,
after satisfying Kisannah's rights under the separation agreement. The tradition fo contentiousness was
carried on as Kisannah and several of ther sons fell out or sued each otehr over various aspects of the
case.

-Author Unknown

Deed records in Rutherford Co. NC indicate that Susannah Johns was the daughter of Samuel
Thomson/Thompson and wife Elizabeth.

Rutherford Co. NC Deed Book 23, p. 384: Deed dated June 22, 1797 from Elizabeth Thomson, Adam
Thomson, Susana Johns, John Shumake, John Thomson, Nancy Thomson, Samuel Thomson, Sarah
Thomson, and Elizabeth Thomson Jr. all of Rutherford Co. NC to Henry Montague 50 acres on the east
side Green River. Recorded Dec. 10, 1805. (this land was purchased from James Miller by Samuel
Thomson on July 10, 1786.)

In 1800, Micajah Pickett and Susannah Johns signed an agreement to live together. This document was
witnessed by Adam Thompson. This document refers to land on Whiteoak Creek that Micajah owned.



Deed Book 24, p. 141: Deed dated Sept. 21, 1807, from Adam Thomson, Samuel Thomson, lawful heirs
of Samuel Thompson, deceased. Adam and Samuel Thomson of Christian County KY, and John
Thomson of Bourbon Co. KY, to Thomas Lyles, 178 acres on south side Green River including mouth of
White Oak Creek & all improvements where the widow Thomson formerly lived, it being a patent of 200
acres granted to Robert Large Feb. 24, 1775, and conveyed by deed to Samuel Thomson, deceased.
Recorded Dec. 29, 1807.

There are several court records in the 1780's that show Samuel Thomson with a wife Elizabeth.

Biographical Sketch of Micajah Pickett

Micajah Pickett was born in Virginia, according to his sons. One Micajah, or "Cager", Pickett was involved
in several court cases in both Caroline and Orange counties, VA., as early as the late 1740's (being
charged "gaming" at a certain tavern in western Caroline County, and with "gaming on the Sabbath").
From 1747 to 1755, Micajah appeared in Orange County, Va., records, in the latter year on a tax list for
that county.

During the 1760s, Micajah Pickett was involved in several land transactions in Anson county, NC, though
his residence was always shown as Cravens County, SC, in these documents. Micajah may have lived for
a short while in Anson County, as many Virginians did on their way further south, or he may have bought
and sold Anson county land while living in SC. It is possible thta some of this "Anson" land was actually in
SC, since the dividing line between NC and SC in this area was not firmly defined until 1769. It is clear
that by 1768, however, he was living in that part of Craven County, or Judicial District, which in 1785 was
established as Fairfield county (or District), SC.

The Anson County, NC, deed of 1768 was to Micajah Pickett, Jr., indicating that an older Micajah Pickett
probably lived in the same area. On the subsequent deed of 1775, Jr. is no longer included, indicating tht
the senior Micajah probably had died sometime between 1768 and 1775. As it is most unlikely that the
Micajah who was in court in Orange Co., Va., in 1747, would have lived to father a child in 1811 or 1812,
it appears obvious that at least two Micajahs cover the period from the 1740s through at least 1768; they
may have been father and son, though not necessarily (in 18th centruy usage they might have been
uncle, or even great uncle, and nephew, for example). According to the Bible of Micajah Pickett he was
born 25 Dec. 1748.

On Dec. 20, 1768, Micajah married Kisannah (or Kezannah), whose maiden name is given in several
secondary sources as Henson, daughter of Philip Henson or Hinson. Over the ensuing thirty years they
had eight sons and two daughters, all born in Fairfield County, SC. During those years Micajah built a
substantial property holding in land and slaves in the northeast quarter of Fairfield County. he apparently
didnot serve in a military capacity in the Revolutinary War but provided supplies to Lt. Col. Hampton's
regiment, for which he was reimbursed after the war. Micajah's brother, James Pickett (died 1783) also
lived in the same area, as did his sister, Sarah Aldridge, and perhaps other siblings.

In 1799, Micajah purchased alomst 400 acres on White Oak Creek in Rutherford County, NC, (about ten
miles southwest of Rutherfordton) which was at that time on the western frontier of settlement in NC.
Having become estranged from his wife of thirty years, he left Kisannah permanently during tht year, or in
1800, and began living with Susannah Johns in NC. On March 27, 1800, Susannah Johns, who seems to
have been a widow with one child, enteed into an agreement (Buncombe Co., NC, records) with Micajah
to live with him in return for considerations, including certain propety and slaves. On Dec. 12, 1800, his
wife, Kisannah, agreed to a legal separation (Fairfield County, SC, records), and ind 1805, Micajah
agreed to provide $9,850 with interest for her at his death, plus various monies to four of their children.
They already had, by deed of gift in 1800, transferred land and slaves to their oldest sons.

After living about six years on White Oak Creek, in 1803 Micajah moved further to the northwest in
Rutherford County, establishing himself on the Green River where it is joined by Panther and Brights
creeks (today at the western end of Lake Agder, in Polk Co., NC). He accumulated 1,075 acres there
while selling off his property along White Oak Creek.

Micajah and Susannah Johns had six children born between 1801 and 1812, the second one of which
was Malachi, who was born in 1803.

Between October 1811 and February 1812, Micajah brought 722 acres in upper Greenville County, SC,
along the North Fork of the Saluda River. He then relocated his residence there and added another 500



acres in 1815. In 1817, he sold all of his Green River lands, along with a number of slaves, to his son-in-
law James McKinney, husband of his eldest daughter by Susannah Johns, after his death to the children
of his second family, free and clear of the claims of Kisannah and her children.

Micajah's Greenville county property lay along the drover road, a primary migration route from upper SC
into frontier NC over Saluda Gap, so he opened a tavern and public house to serve travellers. This was
operated by Susannah Johns and her children: the oldest sons, Malachai and Joseph, also worked as
operseers on Micajah's plantation. Charles Pickett, one of Micajah's sons by Kisannah, also lived with
Micajah for a time and ran his mill.

In December, 1833, Micajah died at his home in "Pickett's Valley", Greenville County, SC. He left all his
Greenville County lands to two of his sons by Kisannah, Jeptha, and Isiah, whom he seems to have
favored. He left a field and a room in his house to Susannah Johns, but she and her younger children
returned to NC. Malachai remained in Greenville County where he married and had several children
before moving to Cobb County, Georgia, in the late 1830s.

Ironically, Jeptha sold his Greenville County inheritance to his older brother James Pickett, who moved
there from Fairfield County, and, by legal agreement with the other brothers, brought Kisannah along to
provide her room and board. James Pickett became a substantial landowner in Greenville County.
Kisannah and her children took Susannah Johns and her children to court over the disposition of
Micajah's estate and the separation settlement. The case dragged on for years and eventually ended up
in the NC Supreme Court. Lands left by Micajah in Buncombe County, NC, and the Green River lands in
Rutherford County, NC, were sold at auction and the court paid the individuals of both families their "due”,
after satisfying Kisannah's rights under the separation agreement. The tradition fo contentiousness was
carried on as Kisannah and several of ther sons fell out or sued each otehr over various aspects of the
case.

-Author Unknown

http://www.geocities.com/~kayrockett/fairfield1810.htm

The 1790 U.S. Census of Fairfield SC, p.20, states:
Name

Males above 16
Males below 16
Females
Slaves

Micajah Pickett
2

5

3

10

Charles Pickett
2

1
4

John King
3

2

4

21


http://www.geocities.com/~kayrockett/fairfield1810.htm

FAIRFIELD CO, SC CENSUS INDEX 1800

Page 220: Page 216 Page 221 Page 223

John ARICK Louis Pickett Charles Pickett Micajah Pickett
George BEAZELY

Hugh WHITE

John SHAVER

Isaac HUSSEY

Micajah PICKETT

FAIRFIELD CO, SC CENSUS INDEX 1810

Page 856 Page 881 Page 224 Page 238

John Pickett, Jr. John Pickett, Sr. William Pickett John Pickett

http://rfci.net/wdfloyd/Deed-M.html

RUTHERFORD COUNTY, NC DEED INDEX
GRANTOR-GRANTEE
1779-1917

Mills, Ambrose / Picket, Micajah / Deed/25/253/1810
Mills, Ellener & William / Pickett, Micajah / Deed/25/261/1810

Micajah PICKETT (Micajah PICKETT3, John PICKETT2, Henry PICKETT1) was born 25 Dec1748 in VA,
and died 23 DEC 1822 in Rutherford Co., NC or Buncomb Co. NC. He married Kisannah HENSON\
HINSON 24 Dec1768 in Anson NC, daughter of Phillip HENSON\ HINSON and Mary SANDERS??. She
was born 25 Dec1752 in Caroline Co. VA(probably), and died 25 AUG 1843. He married Susannah
JOHNS.

Children of Micajah PICKETT and Kisannah HENSON\ HINSON are: 2 i. William PICKETT was born
15 DEC 1769 in Fairfield, Co. SC. He married mary KING. She was born 5 APR 1774.

3 ii. Elizabeth PICKETT was born 13 SEP 1774, and died 12 SEP 1836. She married william
WHITEHEAD. She married samuel MOBLEY.

4 iii. Mary PICKETT(JONES) was born 1773, and died 8 MAY 1818.

5 iv. Micajah PICKETT, JR. was born 5 MAR 1777, and died 14 NOV 1847. He married Elizabeth M. S.
WINN 20 AUG 1809. She died 5 DEC 1870.

6 v.James PICKETT was born 11 OCT 1779.
+ 7 vi. John PICKETT was born 21 MAR 1782 in Fairfield, Co. SC, and died 15 JAN 1851 in Fairfield,
Co. SC.

8 vii. Reuben PICKETT was born 17 APR 1785, and died 15 AUG 1807.
+ 9 viii. Jeptha PICKETT was born 17 APR 1788 in Fairfield Co. , SC, and died 1853.

10 ix. Charles PICKETT was born 12 APR 1791.
+ 11 x. Isaiah PICKETT was born 19 JUL 1793.

Children of Micajah PICKETT and Susannah JOHNS are: 12 i. Suzannah MCKINNEY.


http://rfci.net/wdfloyd/Deed-M.html

13 ii. Malechiah PICKETT JOHNS.
14 iii. Joseph PICKETT JOHNS.
15 iv. Matilda PICKETT JOHNS.
16 v. Benjamin PICKETT JOHNS.
17 vi. Eliza PICKETT JOHNS.
1800 US Census for Fairfield Co., SC
Micajah Pickett 2 1 3 - - - - - - 1 - 13

Surname GivenName Age Sex Race Birthplace State County Location Year

PICKETT MICAJAH SC FAIRFIELD NO TWP LISTED 1800

1810 US Census for Fairfield Co., SC
Micajah Pickett 1 - - 1 - 1 - - - 12
Surname GivenName Age Sex Race Birthplace State County Location Year

PICKETT MICAJAH SC FAIRFIELD NO TWP LISTED 1810
Eliza Pickett



